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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ROME 05280 211842Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO DODE-OO PM-05 /018W 

073915 220241Z/70 

R211817Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1469 

CONFIDENTIAL ROME 5280 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MILI IT 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE VISIT FOR SENATOR CARLO PASTORINO TO 552ND 
AWACS WING 

REF: STATE 67548 

1 . IN RECENT CABINET SHUFFLE SENATOR PASTORINO WAS MOVED FROM 
POSITION AS UNDERSECRETARY OF DEFENSE TO MINISTER OF TOURISM. 
THOUGH HE HAS LOST HIS DIRECT INVOLVEMENT IN THE ISSUE OF AWACS. 

WE BELIEVE THAT HIS INFLUENCE ON THE EVENTUAL DECISION OF THE 
GOI IN THIS MATTER MAY BE IN FACT ENHANCED BY HIS NEW STATUS 

AS A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES 
WE WOULD BE PREPARED ENCOURAGE PASTORINO'S VISIT IF HE STILL 
INTERESTED AND HIS TRAVEL PLANS PERMIT. HIS WISH FOR CONFIDEN- 
TIALITY WOULD SEEM MORE IMPORTANT NOW THAN PREVIOMVLY. 

2. UNLESS THCBEPARTMENT PERP HGES OBJECTION, WE WILL CONVEY 
INVITATION CONTAINED REFTEL TO PASTORINO, BEARING IN MIND THAT 
HIS TRAVEL MAY WELL BE POSTPONED IN LIGHT OF SITUATION CREATED 
BY KIDNAPPING OF HIS PARTY LEADER. GARDNER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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